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The Holmleigh
Edition

DECEMBER 2025 EDITION 2
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Reflecting back on a very busy Term 2

Meet Deputy Headteacher Mr O0Gal |l aghi
A Day in the Life of the ICT team!

Some RECCOMMENDED FILMSfrom staff and students
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The Holmleigh Edition

F 3
F 3
F 3
F 3
F 3
F 3
F 3
F 3
F 3

#\\e are delighted to bring you the 2" edition of our school newspaper!

»

iAfter enjoying what they created last time, many chose to remain in their roles and
ithat meant they were able to tackle this edition with more confidence and skill after
ilearning so much in the process of the debut edition.

iOthers wanted to try something different and B once againb got out of their comfort
4 zone, researched, planned, spoke to a wide range of staff and studentssent many
imany emails and worked hard to produce something engaging for you all!

¥ 3

# Next term we will see a change in enrichment groups, so we will be bringing new

& reporters, interviewers and feature writers B hopefully some fresh creative ideas will
iemerge whilst keeping some of the classic features we have begun.

il just want to say a huge well done and thank you to the students, who have been so
imotivated and determined, for taking such pride in what they create.

iHave a lovely Christmas and please do send photos if you end up baking the polar
# pear cupcakes!

Lt g

4 Ms Furleger (Teacher of English/Head of Year 11)

Contributors:
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i Amirah Akanbi Alexandra Marcinska
¥ 3

i Lottie Bee Oliver Milligan

% Melinda Bila Promise Odiase

i Ryan Busu Emmanuella Ogundiran
E Danielle Clarke Theo Russell

i James Cox Angel Seriki
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i Dekota Dillon Gracie Silvester

i Henry Dyde Isla Van Leer
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t Daniel Jennings Lillie Winters

i Martha Jewell
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A round up of Term 2

By Gracie Silvester

The Enrichment programme

By Danielle Clarke

A Day in the Life of the ICT Team

By Emmanuella Ogundiran

Recommended Filmsby staff and students
By Lottie Bee and Oliver Milligan

Meet the SLT 0 Qand AwithMr O6 Gal | agher
By Martha Jewell

House News

By Theo Russell

Sporting Talent: Molly Reeves

By Promise E Odiase

Careers Corner: A spotlight on ~ Mr Conway and Mr Ogden
By Amirah Akanbi

All the fun of Fridays

By Theo Russell

A peek into the Cadets

By Henry Dyde

The character programme and rewards

By Angel Seriki

Christmas facts and tradit ions

By Isla Van Leer and Melina Bila

Christmas Polar Bear cupcakes

By Isla Van Leer and Melina Bila

Examples of Art and Photography

Collated by Alexandra Marcinska

A celebration of cr  eative writing
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This term at Holmleigh Park has been the lead up to
Christmas and the New Year, filled with many exciting
opportunities for all students, and new experiences
awaiting them in the last term of 2025. The beginning of
November is a chance for remembrance of the valiant
soldiers who fought in the war, while Christmas brings
us precious time to spend with our families before a
new year begins. How will you spend your mystical,
magical Christmas this year? Students have continued
to demonstrate the school values throughout this term
and have maintained resilience as the year comes to its
end.

Heartwarming House Charities:

# At the end of last term, hundreds of students voted for their new house charities to be elected by

4 attending a fantastic Fun Friday event during lunchtime where these amazing house charities were

# chosen as our fundraising recipients. Hurricane elected The Willow Trust, which provides

therapeutic days out on the water for people suffering with disabilities. Javelin chose

# Gloucestershire Bundles who provide emergency sanitary kits for women and families whilst
simultaneously supporting them through hard times. Meteor chose to support The Pied Piper

# Appeal who fund equipment for sick and disabled children that attend schools and are frequently
at hospitals. Typhoon appointed Kingfisher Treasure Seekers who help vulnerable and

# disadvantaged people by supporting physical and mental health. We hope to be able support

ithese charities to our full ability during this academic school year.

%The Hardworking HP Heroes

# The HP Heroes at our school must have 95%

4 attendance across every term and the whole school

*year to be rewarded with special, exclusive activities

4 for them to enjoy. For example, those students who

# earned the valuable HP hero badge, which highlighted
their exceptional resilience, have previously been

# rewarded with prizes such as the end of year fun fair
and silent discos being held in the final week of this

4 term. This was given to them as a necessary breath of

# fresh air from the classroom for these exemplary

4 students. The glistening badge that hangs on their

# plazers emphasises the studentsdsheer determination for positive outcomes with their high

4 attendance, studies and academic success.
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z The Terrific Tree Planting

% Our HP eco club planted trees on the field
#duringthe 26"of November 6s
4 session where three groups blessed the
# Earth with precious saplings to reawaken
the soil beneath. The teachers exhibited
4 guidance when leading the green-handed
istudents who were eager to cultivate the
iground and promote the little trees to
4 develop. The saplings can now be seen
ievol ving steadily a
iperimeter, contributing to the greenery and plant life at HP.

T

In conclusion, the second term at HP has been an overwhelming success
throughout all years, allowing all teachers to express their delight at the
achievements displayed by students. The new year of 2026 can commence with a
positive perspective to continue the celebrations and successes of 2025.

2
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Enticing Enrichment
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4 Over the last Christmassy terstudents have further indulged themselves into their
& . . :

4 Enrichmentclubsgoing to deeper depthand higher heights than ever before. Not only has
iit been a pleasurgbut it has been an honour to get to see so many students so intrigu@ by
#their clubs and so invested their individual activities whether they are discussing life
# experiences or aking or playing an instrumenit has been fantastic to witness how muf
4 commitment they have to theiwednesday afternoons.

AT B e

P
P

Stunning, skilled Synchronized swimming

First, | had the pleasure of taking a deep dive into a world of w@aeicing a very difficult
sport requiring an astounding amount of body confaetermination and gentleness

4 synchronised swimming. Our students have worked themselves up from basic move
iintricate, beautiful routines. It was astounding to see how they brawadihof the moves
iwhich previously had looked basand created them into a routine which they then
iperformed together in a fantastic, fascinating arrangement of actions.

iAt the beginning of my visit, | got to see them warming up and reminding theess#

isome motions they had learnt during the last term of their enrichment and practicing
iproper form. As the silent splashing of their limbs moving under the waves slowly spr
# the chlorinated aroma around the warm room, the studgntho had begun sheesh,

4 started to come out their shells andhere their movements had begun slightly
iuncoordinated and clumsy, they started to synchronises with each other appearing to
ifacilitate the sport with every muscle that they moved. It was incredible to watchdow
£#3 L2 NI a2 dzyRSNN}Y 6SR KFa OFLGAGIGSR GKSE F
# keep the memories of throughout their lives.
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Mouth-watering festivities in the oven
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all things Christmassy and festive; spices that only belotige time of the year when the &
4 most beloved holidagpf presents, family, the birth of Jesus Christ and feotlviously
202YSa I NRdzyR® LU 6+LayQid f2y3 o60ST2NBE L
# the rich golderbrown biscuits the cooking studentsewe making. Whilst some were
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icarefully creatingletailed gingerbread memthers had rushed ahead by instead makin

iround little crunchy cookies ready to eat straight from the oven.

B e -

# It was wonderful to experience the beautiful atmosphere of students enjoying their ow#
4 creations so much and being sedicated to making scrumptious, delectable little sweets
4 treats for consumption with their friends and familjegxd my mouth salivates at the

4 thought of all the exquisite snacks the students had the opportunity to makkstvhitheir
# cooking enrichment.
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Tantalising Talbot

P

4 Finally, | took a detour to D10 and was flabbergasted by the beautiful twists and turnszof
ithe whiteboard pens delicately derived into an intricate combination of letters mixed
itogether to make satisfying signatures which the students ibeeh working hard on
iLJSNJFSOG)\yEI F2NJEFGSN) dzaSd L RA&AO2ISNEB
# person is writing hand written notes. Due to thie thought it an absolute necessity to
iteach his students the important life skill of havidgmtifiable penmanshipwhich they

iseemed to enjoy and delight in to an immeasurable amount.
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iAnother top tip | discovered was always follow through. Always. No matter how absolgtely
4 awful you feel, no matter how much you regret making plans, no mattér@& ( KS 4 g 2
4 of your life- never cancel what you previously promised to do. The aim of all these am@zinc
itips aligns perfectly with the aim of the club: to maximalise personal achievement, de\élop
iyour life skills and better yourself as a whole. §loal being to eventually achieve ruggei

iindividualism and build setkliance ultimately all leading to the construction of originaliti

iand independence of character.

iOveraII, | am eternally grateful to have had the amazing experience of being & gast 0 £

ischool newspaper and getting to see and write about the incredible variety of enrichr@nt
# clubs that students get to participate,iand | hopeas the new year is here and we get te#
4 pick our new enrichmentlubs,it will be as exciting as it has betins term to learn new
4 skills and have new experiences
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. A Day in the Life: The
Team

By Emmanuella Ogundir an
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4 We normally arrive at a different time between 7am-8am so that any issue related to
i IT can be solved before the school day starts.

LAl 8 o s e s 8 s s e

20w o [GTo vabDee dvenl dasbtcanaanr: ijce snaile ysermy yor odragp i-bhis ¢
icould be anything from setting up the login details for new students to programmlng
ithe smart board you see in your classrooms. "7 ‘

iSome common jobs we do as a team would

idefinitely be password resets, replacing
‘i broken or faulty items, supporting staff with
iany IT issues and setting up new starter

F 3
i students.

iSome complex jobs we do would be setting up

4 and programming the smart boards and - due to health and safety reasons - this has
4 1o be done during holidays or Inset days as it is very dangerous to have students

iroaming around the site or because we need the classrooms free.

*3*

#\We would say that our day to day jobs are always different and very varied, but can
involve similar things like classroom network issues and some software fixes. IT can
# be quite unpredictable and not always reliable, so we can sometimes run around

4 fixing things that go wrong.

PR

Our biggest project that would surprise people

would most definitely be moving from Microsoft to

Google a couple of years ago. To students and

_ teachers, it was just a change of usage, but for us

™ it was more than that and a huge job! It was a

| series of time spent moving teacher documents,

| student data and information, as well as making
sure everything was transferred and still working

efficiently with the minimum impact on everyone.

5
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Recommended

Films by Staff and

students

| absolutely love this film because it is so hilarious and |
love the rivalry between the two schools. | also love Mr
Poppy and think he is so funny. The best part is when they
perform the actual play

By Lucy Stainton- streaming on NETFLIX
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i dous five star
festive family treat!”

37
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If you want a drama that will completely pull at your
heart strings, the 2006 film In Pursuit of Happyness
will do the job. Starring Will Smith - and his real life
son Jaden Smith - as a single parent and
salesman desperately trying to make ends meet
while caring for his 5 year old son, this film will
have you completely gripped as they suffer
homelessness and other setbacks. Will Smith
plays Chris Gardner - a man who shows
determination and resilience to rise up and
succeed when faced with difficulty. What is even
more emotional is that the film is based on a real
life story - proof that some films are timeless and
have the power to tug at even the hardests of
hearts!

By Ms Furleger streaming on NETFLIX

My favourite film of all time is a musical called
'Singing in the Rain'

It's nearly 75 years old now but still funny, and
has a brilliant soundtrack and choreography.
It's about a Hollywood film company trying to
make a film with a really bad actor.

The main dance number was rehearsed so

many times that the dancersoéfeet were bleeding
by the time they filmed it.

Mr Conway streaming on NOW
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