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The Holmleigh Edition  

 

We are delighted to bring you the 2nd edition of our school newspaper! 

After enjoying what they created last time, many chose to remain in their roles and 
that meant they were able to tackle this edition with more confidence and skill after 
learning so much in the process of the debut edition. 

Others wanted to try something different and Ɖ once again Ɖ got out of their comfort 
zone, researched, planned, spoke to a wide range of staff and students, sent many 
many emails and worked hard to produce something engaging for you all! 

Next term we will see a change in enrichment groups, so we will be bringing new 
reporters, interviewers and feature writers Ɖ hopefully some fresh creative ideas will 
emerge whilst keeping some of the classic features we have begun. 

I just want to say a huge well done and thank you to the students, who have been so 
motivated and determined, for taking such pride in what they create. 

Have a lovely Christmas and please do send photos if you end up baking the polar 
bear cupcakes! 

Ms Furleger (Teacher of English/Head of Year 11) 
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¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊƳ н 

.ȅ DǊŀŎƛŜ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊ 
 

This term at Holmleigh Park has been the lead up to 

Christmas and the New Year, filled with many exciting 

opportunities for all students, and new experiences 

awaiting them in the last term of 2025. The beginning of 

November is a chance for remembrance of the valiant 

soldiers who fought in the war, while Christmas brings 

us precious time to spend with our families before a 

new year begins. How will you spend your mystical, 

magical Christmas this year? Students have continued 

to demonstrate the school values throughout this term 

and have maintained resilience as the year comes to its 

end.  

Heart-warming House Charities: 
At the end of last term, hundreds of students voted for their new house charities to be elected by 

attending a fantastic Fun Friday event during lunchtime where these amazing house charities were 

chosen as our fundraising recipients. Hurricane elected The Willow Trust, which provides 

therapeutic days out on the water for people suffering with disabilities. Javelin chose 

Gloucestershire Bundles who provide emergency sanitary kits for women and families whilst 

simultaneously supporting them through hard times.  Meteor chose to support The Pied Piper 

Appeal who fund equipment for sick and disabled children that attend schools and are frequently 

at hospitals. Typhoon appointed Kingfisher Treasure Seekers who help vulnerable and 

disadvantaged people by supporting physical and mental health. We hope to be able support 

these charities to our full ability during this academic school year.  

The Hardworking HP Heroes 
The HP Heroes at our school must have 95% 

attendance across every term and the whole school 

year to be rewarded with special, exclusive activities 

for them to enjoy. For example, those students who 

earned the valuable HP hero badge, which highlighted 

their exceptional resilience, have previously been 

rewarded with prizes such as the end of year fun fair 

and silent discos being held in the final week of this 

term. This was given to them as a necessary breath of 

fresh air from the classroom for these exemplary 

students. The glistening badge that hangs on their 

blazers emphasises the studentsô sheer determination for positive outcomes with their high 

attendance, studies and academic success.  
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The Terrific Tree Planting 
Our HP eco club planted trees on the field 

during the 26th of Novemberôs enrichment 

session where three groups blessed the 

Earth with precious saplings to reawaken 

the soil beneath. The teachers exhibited 

guidance when leading the green-handed 

students who were eager to cultivate the 

ground and promote the little trees to 

develop. The saplings can now be seen 

evolving steadily around the fieldôs 

perimeter, contributing to the greenery and plant life at HP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conclusion, the second term at HP has been an overwhelming success 

throughout all years, allowing all teachers to express their delight at the 

achievements displayed by students. The new year of 2026 can commence with a 

positive perspective to continue the celebrations and successes of 2025. 
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Enticing Enrichment 

By Danielle Clarke 

 

Over the last Christmassy term, students have further indulged themselves into their 

Enrichment clubs going to deeper depths and higher heights than ever before. Not only has 

it been a pleasure, but it has been an honour to get to see so many students so intrigued by 

their clubs and so invested in their individual activities - whether they are discussing life 

experiences or cooking or playing an instrument, it has been fantastic to witness how much 

commitment they have to their Wednesday afternoons.             

 

Stunning, skilled Synchronized swimming 

First, I had the pleasure of taking a deep dive into a world of water-dancing; a very difficult 

sport requiring an astounding amount of body control, determination and gentleness -

synchronised swimming. Our students have worked themselves up from basic moves to 

intricate, beautiful routines. It was astounding to see how they brought all of the moves, 

which previously had looked basic, and created them into a routine which they then 

performed together in a fantastic, fascinating arrangement of actions.  

At the beginning of my visit, I got to see them warming up and reminding themselves of 

some motions they had learnt during the last term of their enrichment and practicing 

proper form. As the silent splashing of their limbs moving under the waves slowly spread 

the chlorinated aroma around the warm room, the students, who had begun sheepish, 

started to come out their shells and, where their movements had begun slightly 

uncoordinated and clumsy, they started to synchronises with each other appearing to 

facilitate the sport with every muscle that they moved. It was incredible to watch how a 

ǎǇƻǊǘ ǎƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǊŀǘŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ 

keep the memories of throughout their lives. 

       

Mouth-watering festivities in the oven 

As I walked into the cooking classrooms, I was immediately hit by the nostalgic redolence of 

all things Christmassy and festive; spices that only belong to the time of the year when the 

most beloved holiday of presents, family, the birth of Jesus Christ and food - obviously- 

ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΣ ŀǊƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǘƻ 

the rich golden brown biscuits the cooking students were making. Whilst some were 
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carefully creating detailed gingerbread men, others had rushed ahead by instead making 

round little crunchy cookies ready to eat straight from the oven.   

It was wonderful to experience the beautiful atmosphere of students enjoying their own 

creations so much and being so dedicated to making scrumptious, delectable little sweet 

treats for consumption with their friends and families, and my mouth salivates at the 

thought of all the exquisite snacks the students had the opportunity to make whilst in their 

cooking enrichment. 

Tantalising Talbot 

Finally, I took a detour to D10 and was flabbergasted by the beautiful twists and turns of 

the whiteboard pens delicately derived into an intricate combination of letters mixed 

together to make satisfying signatures which the students had been working hard on 

ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜΦ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aǊ 5ŜǿŦŀƭƭΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ м ǘƻǇ ǘƛǇ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

person is writing hand written notes. Due to this, he thought it an absolute necessity to 

teach his students the important life skill of having identifiable penmanship, which they 

seemed to enjoy and delight in to an immeasurable amount. 

Another top tip I discovered was always follow through. Always. No matter how absolutely 

awful you feel, no matter how much you regret making plans, no matter if iǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ Řŀȅ 

of your life - never cancel what you previously promised to do. The aim of all these amazing 

tips aligns perfectly with the aim of the club: to maximalise personal achievement, develop 

your life skills and better yourself as a whole. The goal being to eventually achieve rugged 

individualism and build self-reliance, ultimately all leading to the construction of originality 

and independence of character.    

Overall, I am eternally grateful to have had the amazing experience of being a part of the 

school newspaper and getting to see and write about the incredible variety of enrichment 

clubs that students get to participate in, and I hope, as the new year is here and we get to 

pick our new enrichment clubs, it will be as exciting as it has been this term to learn new 

skills and have new experiences. 

 

 



   5 
 

A Day in the Life: The ICT 

Team 

By Emmanuella Ogundir an 

 

 

We normally arrive at a different time between 7am-8am so that any issue related to 

IT can be solved before the school day starts.  

Our óTo Doô list varies every day because we get emails asking for our help ï this 

could be anything from setting up the login details for new students to programming 

the smart board you see in your classrooms.  

Some common jobs we do as a team would 

definitely be password resets, replacing 

broken or faulty items, supporting staff with 

any IT issues and setting up new starter 

students.  

Some complex jobs we do would be setting up 

and programming the smart boards and - due to health and safety reasons - this has 

to be done during holidays or Inset days as it is very dangerous to have students 

roaming around the site or because we need the classrooms free. 

We would say that our day to day jobs are always different and very varied, but can 

involve similar things like classroom network issues and some software fixes. IT can 

be quite unpredictable and not always reliable, so we can sometimes run around 

fixing things that go wrong. 

Our biggest project that would surprise people 

would most definitely be moving from Microsoft to 

Google a couple of years ago. To students and 

teachers, it was just a change of usage, but for us 

it was more than that and a huge job! It was a 

series of time spent moving teacher documents, 

student data and information, as well as making 

sure everything was transferred and still working 

efficiently with the minimum impact on everyone.  
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Recommended Films by Staff  and 

students  

 

 

 

 

  
If you want a drama that will completely pull at your 
heart strings, the 2006 film In Pursuit of Happyness 
will do the job. Starring Will Smith - and his real life 
son Jaden Smith - as a single parent and 
salesman desperately trying to make ends meet 
while caring for his 5 year old son, this film will 
have you completely gripped as they suffer 
homelessness and other setbacks. Will Smith 
plays Chris Gardner - a man who shows 
determination and resilience to rise up and 
succeed when faced with difficulty. What is even 
more emotional is that the film is based on a real 
life story - proof that some films are timeless and 
have the power to tug at even the hardests of 
hearts! 
 

By Ms Furleger          streaming on NETFLIX  

I absolutely love this film because it is so hilarious and I 

love the rivalry between the two schools. I also love Mr 

Poppy and think he is so funny. The best part is when they 

perform the actual play     

By Lucy Stainton- streaming on NETFLIX  

My favourite film of all time is a musical called 
'Singing in the Rain' 
 
 
It's nearly 75 years old now but still funny, and 
has a brilliant soundtrack and choreography. 
It's about a Hollywood film company trying to 
make a film with a really bad actor. 
 
The main dance number was rehearsed so 
many times that the dancersô feet were bleeding 
by the time they filmed it. 
 
 
Mr Conway       streaming on NOW  
 




